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SUBJECT: VENEZUELA-COLOMBIA BORDER DISPUTE 

1. VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR BURELLI-RIVAS TOLD DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS ON JANUARY 19 THAT, AT LONG 
LAST, VENEZUELA AND COLOMBIA WERE ABOUT TO SIGN AN AGREE- 
MENT OVER THE GULE OE VENEZUELA. ACCORDING TO BUR FIT. I 
THE COPEI PARTY HAS EINALLY ASSURED PRESIDENT PEREZ THAT 

IT WILL SUPPORT THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. BURELLI APPEARS 
TO EXPECT THAT SUCH AN AGREEMENT WILL BE SIGNED WITHIN 
THE NEXT LEW WEEKS. 

2. BURELLI SAID THAT THE HEART OF THE AGREEMENT IS THE 
LINKAGE BETWEEN A LEGAL SETTLEMENT OE THE WATER BOUNDARY 
AND AN AGREEMENT TO SHARE IN JOINT EXPLOITATION OF THE 
PETROLEUM AND SEA BED RESOURCES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 
BOUNDARY. THE SETTLEMENT INVOLVES A COMPROMISE BETWEEN 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 017359 

THE COLOMBIAN AND VENEZUELAN POSITIONS IN WHICH, 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ACCORDING TO BURELLI: 

- (1) COLOMBIA RECOGNIZES THE GULE OE VENEZUELA AS A 
HISTORIC BAY. 

-(2) A 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA IS RECOGNIZED EOR COLOMBIA 
BEGINNING AT THE PARALLEL LINE DRAWN FROM THE POINT WHERE 
THE COLOMBIA BOUNDARY TOUCHES THE GULE (LAS CASTILLETES) 

AND EXTENDING AROUND THE GUAJIRA PENINSULA. 

-(3) LOS MONIES ISLANDS RETAINS A 7-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA 
ON THE SIDE LACING THE COLOMBIAN COAST AND A 12-MILE 
TERRITORIAL SEA ELSEWHERE. 

3. COMMENT: WE REALIZE THAT THIS NEGOTIATION HAS BEEN 
SMOLDERING EOR YEARS. NONE OE US IS HOLDING HIS BREATH. 

BUT A RESOLUTION COULD OPEN UP EOR EXPLORATION AN AREA 
BELIEVED BY SOME OBSERVERS TO CONTAIN POTENTIALLY IMPORTANT 
NEW PETROLEUM RESOURCES OF VALUE TO BOTH COUNTRIES. PROS- 
PECTS EOR AGREEMENT, HOWEVER, WILL NECESSARILY DEPEND ALSO 
IN PART UPON REACTION OE COLOMBIAN AND VENEZUELAN MILITARY, 
A POINT UPON WHICH BURELLI DID NOT COMMENT. SISCO 
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